[Pancreatic panniculitis with neuroendocrine pancreatic carcinoma].
Pancreatic panniculitis is a rare complication occurring in 0.3-3% of patients with pancreatic disease. Clinical features include erythematous painful subcutaneous nodules usually on the lower leg and foot. A 72-year-old man was diagnosed in 2002 with a neuroendocrine carcinoma of the head of the pancreas. In 2003 following surgery and radiation therapy, he developed liver metastases and painful nodules on his legs. Lipase was found to be markedly elevated; amylase and alpha1-antitrypsin were in the normal range. Histopathologic examination of a nodule showed subcutaneous fat necrosis with ghost cells surrounded by an acute inflammatory infiltrate. The pathogenesis of pancreatic panniculitis is unclear. The pancreatic enzyme lipase may induce lipolysis and fat necrosis with secondary tissue inflammation.